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Applicability of Rules
Subchapter 3.200 applies to

(1) actions for divorce, separate maintenance, the
annul ment of marriage, the affirmation of
marriage, paternity, famly support under MCL
552. 451 et seq.; MSA 25.222(1) et seqg., the
custody of mnors under MCL 722.21 et seq.; MSA
25.312(1) et seq., and visitation with mnors
under MCL 722.27b; MSA 25.312(7b), and to

(2) proceedings that are ancillary or subsequent to
the actions listed in subrule (A) (1) and that
relate to

(a) the custody of m nors,
(b) wvisitation with mnors, or

(c) the support of mnors and spouses or formner
spouses.

As used in this subchapter with regard to child
support, the terns "mnor" or "child" may include
chil dren who have reached the age of majority, in the
ci rcunst ances where the | egislature has so provided.

Except as otherw se provided in this subchapter
practice and procedure in donestic relations actions is
governed by ot her applicable provisions of the M chigan
Court Rul es.

Capacity to Sue
M nors and | nconpetent Persons. Except as provided in
subrule (B), mnors and i nconpetent persons may sue and
be sued as provided in MCR 2. 201.
Emanci pated M nors. An emanci pated m nor may sue and
be sued in the mnor's own nane, as provided in MCL
722.4e(1)(b); MSA 25.244(4e)(1)(b).

Process

Except as otherwi se allowed by this rule, process mnust
be served as provided in MCR 2. 105.
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Notice to Friend of the Court. |If a child of the
parties or a child born during the marriage i s under
the age of 18, or if a party is pregnant, or if child
support or spousal support is requested, the parties
nmust provide the friend of the court with a copy of al
pl eadi ngs and ot her papers filed in the action. The
copy nust be marked "friend of the court” and submtted
to the court clerk at the tinme of filing. The court
clerk nmust send the copy to the friend of the court.

Notice to Prosecuting Attorney. In an action for

di vorce or separate mai ntenance in which a child of the
parties or a child born during the marriage i s under
the age of 18, or if a party is pregnant, the plaintiff
must serve a copy of the summons and conpl ai nt on the
prosecuting attorney when required by law. Service
must be made at the time of filing by providing the
court clerk with an additional copy nmarked "prosecuting
attorney."” The court clerk nust send the copy to the
prosecuting attorney.

Service of Informational Panphlet. If a child of the
parties or a child born during the marriage i s under
the age of 18, or if a party is pregnant, or if child
support or spousal support is requested, the plaintiff
nmust serve with the conplaint a copy of the friend of
the court informational panphlet required by MCL
552.505(a); MSA 25.176(5)(a). The proof of service
nmust state that service of the informational panphl et
has been nade.

Proceedi ngs Affecting M nors

Unl ess ot herwi se provided by statute, original actions
under MCL 722.21 et seq.; MSA 25.312(1) et seq. that
are not ancillary to any other action nust be filed in
the circuit court for the county in which the m nor
resides.

If an action is pending in circuit court for the
support or custody of a mnor, or for visitation with a
mnor, or the circuit court has continuing jurisdiction
over such matters because of a prior action, a
subsequent action for support, custody, or visitation
with regard to that mnor nust be initiated as an
anci |l l ary proceedi ng.

If a new action for support is filed in a circuit court
in which a party has an existing or pendi ng support
obl i gation, the new case nust be assigned to the sane
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judge to whom the other case is assigned, pursuant to
MCR 8.111(D).

Prior and Subsequent Orders and Judgnents
Affecting M nors
Jurisdiction. |If an order or judgnent has provided for

continuing jurisdiction of a mnor and proceedi ngs are
commenced in another M chigan court having separate
jurisdictional grounds for an action affecting that

m nor, a waiver or transfer of jurisdiction is not
required for the full and valid exercise of
jurisdiction by the subsequent court.

Notice to Prior Court, Friend of the Court, Juvenile
O ficer, and Prosecuting Attorney.

(1) As used in this rule, "appropriate official" neans
the friend of the court, juvenile officer, or
prosecuting attorney, depending on the nature of
the prior or subsequent court action and the court
i nvol ved.

(2) If a mnor is known to be subject to the prior
continuing jurisdiction of a Mchigan court, the
plaintiff or other initiating party nust mail
written notice of proceedings in the subsequent
court to the attention of

(a) the clerk or register of the prior court, and
(b) the appropriate official of the prior court.

(3) The notice nust be mailed at |east 21 days before
the date set for hearing. |If the fact of
continuing jurisdiction is not then known, notice
must be given imedi ately when it becones known.

(4) The notice requirenent of this subrule is not
jurisdictional and does not preclude the
subsequent court fromentering interimorders
before the expiration of the 21-day period, if
requi red by the best interests of the m nor.

Prior Orders.
(1) Each provision of a prior order remains in effect

until the provision is superseded, changed, or
term nated by a subsequent order
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A subsequent court nust give due consideration to
prior continuing orders of other courts, and may

not enter orders contrary to or inconsistent with
such orders, except as provided by |aw.

Duties of Oficials of Prior and Subsequent Courts.

(1)

(2)

(3)

(4)

Upon recei pt of the notice required by subrule
(B), the appropriate official of the prior court

(a) nmust provide the subsequent court with copies
of all relevant orders then in effect and
copies of relevant records and reports, and

(b) rmay appear in person at proceedings in the
subsequent court, as the welfare of the m nor
and the interests of justice require.

Upon request of the prior court, the appropriate
of ficial of the subsequent court

(a) nust notify the appropriate official of the
prior court of all proceedings in the
subsequent court, and

(b) nust send copies of all orders entered in the
subsequent court to the attention of the
clerk or register and the appropriate
official of the prior court.

If a circuit court awards custody of a m nor
pursuant to MCL 722.26b; MSA 25.312(6b), the clerk
of the circuit court nust send a copy of the

j udgnment or order of disposition to the probate
court that has prior or continuing jurisdiction of
the mnor as a result of the guardianship

proceedi ngs, regardless whether there is a
request.

Upon recei pt of an order fromthe subsequent
court, the appropriate official of the prior court
nmust take the steps necessary to inplenent the
order in the prior court.

Pl eadi ng

I nformation in Conpl aint.

(1)

Except for matters considered confidential by
statute or court rule, in all donestic rel ations
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actions, the conplaint nust state

(a) the allegations required by applicable
st at ut es;

(b) the residence information required by
statute;

(c) the conplete nanes of all parties; and

(d) the conplete nanmes and dates of birth of any
m nors involved in the action, including al
m nor children of the parties and all m nor
children born during the nmarriage.

In a case that involves a mnor, or if child
support is requested, the conplaint al so nust
state whet her any M chigan court has prior
continuing jurisdiction of the mnor. |If so, the
conpl aint nust specify the court and the file
nunber .

In a case in which the custody of a mnor is to be
determ ned, the conplaint or an affidavit attached
to the conplaint also nust state the information
requi red by MCL 600. 659; MSA 27A. 659.

The caption of the conplaint nust al so contain
either (a) or (b) as a statenent of the attorney
for the plaintiff or petitioner, or of a plaintiff
or petitioner appearing wthout an attorney:

(a) There is no other pending or resolved action
within the jurisdiction of the famly
di vision of the circuit court involving the
famly or famly nenbers of the person[s] who
[is/are] the subject of the conplaint or
petition.

(b) An action within the jurisdiction of the
famly division of the circuit court
involving the famly or famly nenbers of the
person[s] who [is/are] the subject of the
conplaint or petition has been previously
filed in [this court]/[_ Court], where it
was gi ven docket nunber and was

assi gned to Judge . The action
[remains]/[is no | onger] pending.

In an action for divorce, separate naintenance,
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annul ment of marriage, or affirmation of marri age,
regardl ess of the contentions of the parties with
respect to the existence or validity of the
marriage, the conplaint also nust state

(a) the nanes of the parties before the marri age;

(b) whether there are mnor children of the
parties or mnor children born during the
marri age;

(c) whether a party is pregnant;

(d) the factual grounds for the action, except
that in an action for divorce or separate
mai nt enance the grounds nust be stated in the
statutory | anguage, w thout further
particul ars; and

(e) whether there is property to be divided.

A party who requests spousal support in an action
for divorce, separate maintenance, annul nent,
affirmati on of marriage, or spousal support, nust
all ege facts sufficient to show a need for such
support and that the other party is able to pay.

A party who requests an order for persona
protection or for the protection of property,
including but not limted to restraining orders
and i njunctions agai nst donestic violence, nust
all ege facts sufficient to support the relief
request ed.

Verified Statenent.

(1)

In an action involving a mnor, or if child
support or spousal support is requested, the party
seeking relief nust attach a verified statenent to
t he copi es of the papers served on the other party
and provided to the friend of the court, stating

(a) the last known tel ephone nunber, post office
addr ess, residence address, and busi ness
address of each party;

(b) the social security nunber and occupation of
each party;

(c) the nanme and address of each party's



enpl oyer;

(d) the estimated weekly gross incone of each
party;

(e) the driver's |icense nunber and physical
description of each party, including eye
color, hair color, height, weight, race,
gender, and identifying marks;

(f) any other nanmes by which the parties are or
have been known;

(g) the nanme, age, birth date, social security
nunber, and residence address of each m nor
involved in the action, as well as of any
other mnor child of either party;

(h) the nanme and address of any person, other
than the parties, who may have custody of a
m nor during the pendency of the action;

(1) the kind of public assistance, if any, that
has been applied for or is being received by
either party or on behalf of a mnor, and the
AFDC and recipient identification nunbers; if
publ i c assistance has not been requested or
recei ved, that fact nust be stated; and

(j) the health care coverage, if any, that is
avail abl e for each mnor child; the nanme of
t he policyhol der; the name of the insurance
conpany, health care organi zation, or health
mai nt enance organi zation; and the policy,
certificate, or contract nunber.

(2) The information in the verified statenent is
confidential, and is not to be rel eased other than
to the court, the parties, or the attorneys for
the parties, except on court order. For good
cause, the addresses of a party and m nors nay be
omtted fromthe copy of the statenent that is
served on the other party.

(3) If any of the information required to be in the
verified statenent is omtted, the party seeking
relief nust explain the omssion in a sworn
affidavit, to be filed with the court.

(C Attorney Fees and Expenses.
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(1) A party may, at any tine, request that the court
order the other party to pay all or part of the
attorney fees and expenses related to the action.

(2) A party who requests attorney fees and expenses
nmust al |l ege facts sufficient to show that the
party is unable to bear the expense of the action,
and that the other party is able to pay.

Ex Parte, Tenporary, and Protective Orders

Scope of Relief. The court may issue ex parte and tenporary
orders with regard to any matter within its jurisdiction,
and may issue protective orders agai nst donmestic viol ence as
provi ded in subchapter 3.700.

Ex Parte Orders.

(1)

(2)

(3)

(4)

(5)

Pending the entry of a tenporary order, the court may
enter an ex parte order if the court is satisfied by
specific facts set forth in an affidavit or verified
pl eadi ng that irreparable injury, |loss, or damage w ||
result fromthe delay required to effect notice, or
that notice itself will precipitate adverse action

bef ore an order can be issued.

The noving party nust arrange for the service of true
copies of the ex parte order on the friend of the court
and the other party.

An ex parte order is effective upon entry and
enf or ceabl e upon servi ce.

An ex parte order remains in effect until nodified or
superseded by a tenporary or final order

An ex parte order providing for child support, custody,
or visitation pursuant to MCL 722.27a; MSA 25.312(7a),
must include the follow ng notice:

" NOTI CE

"l. You may file a witten objection to this
order or a notion to nodify or rescind this order. You
must file the

"witten objection or notion with the clerk of the
court within 14 days after you were served with this
order. You nust serve a true copy of the objection or
notion on the friend of the court and the party who
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obt ai ned the order.

"2. If you file a witten objection, the friend
of the court nust try to resolve the dispute. |If the
friend of the court cannot resolve the dispute and if
you wish to bring the matter before the court without
t he assi stance of counsel, the friend of the court nust
provi de you with form pleadings and witten
instructions and nust schedule a hearing with the
court.

"3. The ex parte order will automatically becone
a tenporary order if you do not file a witten
objection or notion to nodify or rescind the ex parte
order and a request for a hearing. Even if an
objection is filed, the ex parte order will remain in
ef fect and nust be obeyed unl ess changed by a | ater
court order."

In all other cases, the ex parte order nust state that
it wll automatically beconme a tenporary order if the
ot her party does not file a witten objection or notion
to nodify or rescind the ex parte order and a request
for a hearing. The witten objection or notion and the
request for a hearing nust be filed with the clerk of
the court, and a true copy provided to the friend of
the court and the other party, wthin 14 days after the
order is served.

(a) |If thereis atinely objection or notion and a
request for a hearing, the hearing nust be held
wi thin 21 days after the objection or notion and
request are filed.

(b) A change that occurs after the hearing may be nade
retroactive to the date the ex parte order was
ent er ed.

The provisions of MCR 3.310 apply to tenporary
restraining orders in donestic relations cases.

Tenporary O ders.

A request for a tenporary order may be nade at any tine
during the pendency of the case by filing a verified
notion that sets forth facts sufficient to support the
relief requested.

A tenporary order may not be issued without a hearing,
unl ess the parties agree otherwise or fail to file a
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witten objection or notion as provided in subrules
(B)(5) and (6).

(3) A tenporary order may be nodified at any time during
t he pendency of the case, follow ng a hearing and upon
a showi ng of good cause.

(4) A tenporary order nust state its effective date and
whet her its provisions may be nodified retroactively by
a subsequent order.

(5) A tenporary order remains in effect until nodified or
until the entry of the final judgnent or order.

(6) A tenmporary order not yet satisfied is vacated by the
entry of the final judgnent or order, unless
specifically continued or preserved. This does not
apply to support arrearages that have been assigned to
the state, which are preserved unless specifically
wai ved or reduced by the final judgnent or order.

3. 208 Fri end of the Court

Ceneral. The friend of the court has the powers and duties
prescribed by statute, including those duties in the Friend
of the Court Act, MCL 552.501 et seq.; MSA 25.176(1) et
seq., and the Support and Visitation Enforcenent Act, MCL
552.601 et seq.; MSA 25.164(1) et seq.

Enforcenent. The friend of the court is responsible for
initiating proceedings to enforce an order or judgnent for
support, visitation, or custody.

(1) If a party has failed to conply with an order or
judgnment, the friend of the court may petition for an
order to show cause why the party should not be held in
cont enpt .

(2) The order to show cause nust be served personally or by
ordinary mail at the party's last known address.

(3) The hearing on the order to show cause nmay be held no
sooner than seven days after the order is served on the

party. |If service is by ordinary mail, the hearing may
be hel d no sooner than nine days after the order is
mai | ed.

(4) |If the party fails to appear in response to the order
to show cause, the court may issue an order for arrest.
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The relief available under this rule is in addition to
any other relief available by statute.

The friend of the court may petition for an order of
arrest at any time, if imedi ate action i s necessary.

Al l ocation and Distribution of Paynents.

(1)

(2)

(3)

(4)

Except as otherwi se provided in this subrule, al
paynents shall be allocated and distributed as required
by the guidelines established by the state court

adm ni strator for that purpose.

If the court determ nes that follow ng the guidelines
established by the state court adm nistrator would
produce an unjust result in a particular case, the
court may order that paynents be nmade in a different
manner. The order nust include specific findings of
fact that set forth the basis for the court’s decision,
and nust direct the payer to designate with each
paynent the name of the payer and the payee, the case
nunber, the amount, and the date of the order that

all ows the special paynent.

If a payer with nultiple cases makes a paynent directly
to the friend of the court rather than through incone
wi t hhol di ng, the paynent shall be allocated anong al

t he cases unless the payer requests a different
allocation in witing at the time of paynent and

provi des the follow ng informati on about each case for
whi ch paynent is intended:

(a) the nanme of the payer

(b) the nane of the payee,

(c) the case nunber,

(d) the anobunt designated for that case.

A notice of income wthholding my not be used by the
friend of the court or the state disbursenent unit to

determ ne the specific allocation or distribution of
paynent s.

Notice to Attorneys.

(1)

Copi es of notices required to be given to the parties
al so nust be sent to the attorneys of record.
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(2) The notice requirenent of this subrule remains in
effect until 21 days after judgnment is entered or until
postjudgnent matters are concl uded, whichever is |ater.

3. 209 Suspensi on of Enforcenent and Di sm ssal
Suspensi on of Enforcenent.

(1) Because of a reconciliation or for any other reason, a
party may file a notion to suspend the automatic
enforcement of a support obligation by the friend of
the court. Such a notion may be filed before or after
the entry of a judgnent.

(2) A support obligation cannot be suspended except by
court order.

Dismissal. Unless the order of dism ssal specifies

ot herw se, dism ssal of an action under MCR 2.502 or MCR
2.504 cancel s past-due child support, except for that owed
to the State of M chigan.

3.210 Hearings and Trials
I n General .

(1) Proofs or testinony may not be taken in an action for
di vorce or separate mai ntenance until the expiration of
the time prescribed by the applicable statute, except
as otherw se provided by this rule.

(2) In cases of unusual hardship or conpelling necessity,
the court may, upon notion and proper show ng, take
testimony and render judgnent at any tine 60 days after
the filing of the conplaint.

(3) Testinony may be taken conditionally at any tinme for
t he purpose of perpetuating it.

(4) Testinmony nmust be taken in person, except that the
court may allow testinony to be taken by tel ephone or
other electronically reliable nmeans, in extraordi nary
ci rcunst ances.

Def aul t Cases.

(1) Default cases are governed by MCR 2.603.

(2) A judgnent of divorce, separate maintenance, or
annul nrent may not be entered as a matter of course on
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the default of the defendant because of failure to
appear at the hearing or by consent. Every case nust
be heard in open court on proofs taken, except as

ot herwi se provided by statute or court rule.

(3) If aparty is in default, proofs may not be taken
unl ess the judgnent fee has been deposited with the
court clerk and the proposed judgnment has been given to
the court.

(4) If the court determ nes that the proposed judgnent is
i nappropriate, the party who prepared it nust, within
14 days, present a nodified judgnent in conformty with
the court's opinion.

(5) |If the court determnes not to enter the judgnent, the
court nust direct that the judgnent fee be returned to
t he person who deposited it.

Custody of a M nor.

(1) Wen the custody of a minor is contested, a hearing on
the matter nust be held within 56 days

(a) after the court orders, or

(b) after the filing of notice that a custody hearing
i s requested,

unl ess both parties agree to nediati on under MCL 552.513;
MSA 25.176(13) and nediation is unsuccessful, in which event
t he hearing nust be held within 56 days after the final

medi ati on sessi on.

(2) If a custody action is assigned to a probate judge
pursuant to MCL 722.26b; MSA 25.312(6b), a hearing on
the matter nust be held by the probate judge within 56
days after the case is assigned.

(3) The court must enter a decision within 28 days after
the hearing.

(4) The notice required by this subrule may be filed as a
separate docunent, or may be included in another paper
filed in the action if the notice is nentioned in the
caption.

(5) |If a report has been submtted by the friend of the
court, the court nust give the parties an opportunity
to review the report and to file objections before a
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decision is entered.

(6) The court may extend for good cause the tinme within
whi ch a hearing nust be held and a decision rendered
under this subrule.

The court nust make findings of fact as provided in MCR
2.517, except that

(1) findings of fact and conclusions of |law are required on
contested postjudgnent notions to nodify a final
j udgnment or order, and

(2) the court may distribute pension, retirenent, and ot her
deferred conpensation rights with a qualified donestic
relations order, without first naking a finding with
regard to the value of those rights.

3.211 Judgnents and Orders

Each separate subject in a judgnent or order nust be set
forth in a separate paragraph that is prefaced by an
appropri ate headi ng.

A judgnent of divorce, separate mai ntenance, or annul nent
must i ncl ude

(1) the insurance and dower provisions required by MCL
552.101; MSA 25. 131,

(2) a determnation of the rights of the parties in
pensi on, annuity, and retirenment benefits, as required
by MCL 552.101(4); MSA 25.131(4);

(3) a determnation of the property rights of the parties;
and

(4) a provision reserving or denying spousal support, if
spousal support is not granted; a judgnent silent with
regard to spousal support reserves it.

A judgnent or order awarding custody of a m nor nust provide
t hat

(1) the domcile or residence of the mnor may not be noved
from M chi gan without the approval of the judge who
awar ded custody or the judge's successor, and

(2) the person awarded custody nust pronptly notify the
friend of the court in witing when the mnor is noved
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t o anot her address.

A judgnent or order awarding child support or spousal
support nust

(1)

(2)

(3)

(4)

provi de for incone wthhol ding as required by MCL
552.604; MSA 25.164(4), and state the payer's source of
income and the source's address, if known;

set forth the parties' residence addresses, and require
parties over whomthe court has obtained jurisdiction
toinformthe friend of the court of any subsequent
change of address or enpl oynent;

provide for the paynent of statutory fees, if child
support is to be paid through the office of the friend
of the court; and

provi de that the support be paid through the office of
the friend of the court, unless otherwi se stated in the
judgnment or order; if an order is silent as to nethod
of paynment, support must be paid through the office of
the friend of the court.

A judgnent or order awarding child support al so nust

(1)

(2)

(3)

(4)

(5)

speci fy the anmount of support both at the tinme of
j udgnment and as the nunber of children for whomthere
IS a support obligation decreases;

provi de for paynment until the child reaches the age of
18, and may provide for paynent after the age of 18, as
al l oned by | aw,

provide for health care coverage as required by MCL
722.27; MSA 25.312(7) and MCL 722.3; MSA 25.244(3);

provi de for the preservation of child support
arrearages owng to the state on the date of the entry
of the judgnment, whether the arrearages arose under a
tenporary child support order or under a separate

j udgnment entered pursuant to MCL 552.451 et seq.; MSA
25.222(1) et seq.; and

contain the follow ng provision regarding
nonretroactive support, as required by MCL 552. 603(10);
MBA 25.164(3)(10):

"Except as otherw se provided in section 3 of the
support and visitation enforcenment act, Act No. 295 of
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(1)

the Public Acts of 1982, being section 552.603 of the
M chi gan Conpil ed Laws, a support order that is part of
a judgnent or is an order in a donestic relations
matter as that termis defined in section 31 of the
friend of the court act, Act No. 294 of the Public
Acts of 1982, being section 552.531 of the M chigan
Compi |l ed Laws, is a judgnment on and after the date each
support paynent is due, with the full force, effect,
and attributes of a judgnent of this state, and is not,
on and after the date it is due, subject to retroactive
nodi fication.”

Unl ess ot herw se ordered, all support arrearages ow ng to
the state are preserved upon entry of a final order or
judgnent. Upon a show ng of good cause and notice to the
friend of the court, the prosecuting attorney, and other
interested parties, the court may wai ve or reduce such
arrear ages.

Wthin 21 days after the court renders an opinion or the
settl enment agreenent is placed on the record, the noving
party nmust submt a judgnment, order, or a notion to settle
the judgnent or order, unless the court has granted an

ext ensi on.

Friend of the Court Review. For all judgnments and orders
containing provisions identified in subrules (C, (D), (E
and (F), the court may require that the judgnment or order be
submtted to the friend of the court for review.

Servi ce of Judgnent or Order.

(1) Wen a judgnent or order is obtained for tenporary or
per manent spousal support, child support, or separate
mai nt enance, the prevailing party nust inmmediately
deliver one copy to the court clerk. The court clerk
must wite or stanp "true copy"” on the order or
judgnment and file it with the friend of the court.

(2) The party securing entry of a judgnment or order that
provides for child support or spousal support nust
serve a copy on the party ordered to pay the support,
as provided in MCR 2.602(D)(1), even if that party is
in default.

(3) The record of divorce and annul nent required by MCL
333.2864; MSA 14.15(2864) nust be filed at the tine of
the filing of the judgnent.

Rul e 3.212 Post j udgnment Transfer of Donestic Rel ations Cases



(A)

(B)

(O

Mbt i on.

(1)

(2)

Condi
(1)

(2)

A party, court-ordered custodian, or friend of the
court may nove for the postjudgnment transfer of a
donmestic relations action in accordance with this rule,
or the court may transfer such an action on its own
motion. A transfer includes a change of venue and a
transfer of all friend of the court responsibilities.
The court may enter a consent order transferring a
postj udgnment domestic relations action, provided the
condi tions under subrule (B) are net.

The postjudgnment transfer of an action initiated
pursuant to MCL 780. 151 et seq.; MSA 25.225(1) et seq.,
is controlled by MCR 3.214.

tions.

A notion filed by a party or court-ordered custodi an
may be granted only if all of the follow ng conditions
are met:

(a) the transfer of the action is requested on the
basis of the residence and conveni ence of the
parties, or other good cause consistent with the
best interests of the m nor;

(b) neither party nor the court-ordered custodi an has
resided in the county of current jurisdiction for
at least 6 nonths prior to the filing of the
not i on;

(c) at least one party or the court-ordered custodi an
has resided in the county to which the transfer is
requested for at least 6 nonths prior to the
filing of the notion; and

(d) the county to which the transfer is requested is
not contiguous to the county of current
jurisdiction.

VWhen the court or the friend of the court initiates a
transfer, the conditions stated in subrule (B)(1) do

not apply.

Transfer Order.

(1)

The court ordering a postjudgnment transfer nust enter
all necessary orders pertaining to the certification
and transfer of the action. The transferring court



(D

(B)
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must send to the receiving court all court files and
friend of the court files, |edgers, records, and
docunents that pertain to the action. Such materials
may be used in the receiving jurisdiction in the sane
manner as in the transferring jurisdiction.

(2) The court may order that any past-due fees and costs be
paid to the transferring friend of the court office at
the tinme of transfer.

(3) The court may order that one or both of the parties or
the court-ordered custodian pay the cost of the
transfer.

Filing Fee. An order transferring a case under this rule
nmust provide that the party who noved for the transfer pay
the statutory filing fee applicable to the court to which
the action is transferred, except where MCR 2.002 appli es.
If the parties stipulate to the transfer of a case, they
must share equally the cost of transfer unless the court

orders otherwise. |In either event, the transferring court
must submit the filing fee to the court to which the action
is transferred, at the tinme of transfer. |If the court or

the friend of the court initiates the transfer, the
statutory filing fee is waived.

Physical Transfer of Files. Court and friend of the court
files nmust be transferred by registered or certified mail,
return recei pt requested, or by another secure nethod of
transfer.

3.213 Post j udgnment Motions and Enforcenent

Postj udgnment notions in donestic relations actions are

governed by MCR 2.119.

Rul e

(A)

3.214 Actions Under the Revised Uniform Reciprocal
Enf orcenent of Support Act (RURESA) and the
UniformiInterstate Fam |y Support Act (U FSA).

Gover ni ng Rul es.

(1) Actions under the Revised Uniform Reciproca
Enf or cenent of Support Act, MCL 780.151 et seq.; MSA
25.225(1) et seq., and the Uniforminterstate Famly
Support Act, MCL 552.1101 et seq., are governed by the
rules applicable to other civil actions, except as
ot herwi se provided by that act and this rule.

(2) "Support Oder,"” as used in this rule, for RURESA cases



(B)

(O

Rul e

(A)

is defined by MCL 780. 153b(8); MSA 25.225(3b)(8), and
for U FSA cases is defined by MCL 552.1104 (i).

Transfer; Initiating and Respondi ng RURESA Cases.

(1) If a Mchigan court initiates a RURESA action and there
exists in another M chigan court a prior valid support
order, the initiating court nmust transfer to that other
court any RURESA order entered in a respondi ng state.
The initiating court nust informthe respondi ng court
of the transfer.

(2) If a court in another state initiates a RURESA action
and there exists in Mchigan a prior valid support
order, the responsive proceedi ng should be comenced in
the court that issued the prior valid support order.
| f the responsive proceeding is conmenced erroneously
in any other M chigan court and a RURESA order enters,
that court, upon |learning of the error, nmust transfer
the RURESA order to the court that issued the prior
valid support order. The transferring court nust
informthe initiating court of the transfer.

(3) A court ordering a transfer nmust send to the court that
i ssued the prior valid support order all pertinent
papers, including all court files and friend of the
court files, |edgers, records, and docunents.

(4) Court files and friend of the court files nust be
transferred by registered or certified mail, return
recei pt requested, or by other secure nethod.

(5 The friend of the court office that issued the prior
val id support order nust receive and di sburse
i mredi ately all paynents nmade by the obligor or sent by
a respondi ng state.

Sending Notices in U FSA cases. The friend of the court
office shall send all notices and copies of orders required
to be sent by the tribunal under the Uniformlinterstate
Fam |y Support Act, MCL 552.1101 et seq.

3. 215 Donesti ¢ Rel ati ons Referees

Qualifications of Referees. A referee appointed by the
chief judge of the circuit pursuant to MCL 552.507(1); MSA
25.176(7) (1) nust be a nenber in good standing of the State
Bar of Mchigan. A friend of the court who is not a | awyer,
but who is serving as a referee at the tinme of adoption of
this rule, may continue to serve. A successor nust neet the



qualifications established by this rule.
(B) Referrals to the Referee.

(1) The chief judge may refer notions of a particular kind
to a referee, by adm nistrative order.

(2) To the extent allowed by |law, the judge to whom an
action is assigned may refer other notions to a referee

(a) on witten stipulation of the parties,
(b) on witten notion by a party, or
(c) on the judge's own initiative.
(© Scheduling of the Referee Hearing.
(1) Wthin 14 days after receiving a notion under subrule
(B)(1) or a referral under subrule (B)(2), the referee

must schedul e the matter for hearing.

(2) The referee nust serve a notice of hearing on the
attorneys for the parties, or on the parties if they

are not represented by counsel. The notice of hearing
must clearly state that the matter will be heard by a
referee.

(D) Conduct of Hearings.

(1) The Mchigan Rules of Evidence apply to referee
heari ngs.

(2) A referee nmust provide the parties with notice of the
right to request a judicial hearing by giving

(a) oral notice during the hearing, and

(b) witten notice in the recomendati on for an order.
(3) Testinony must be taken in person, except that a

referee may allow testinony to be taken by tel ephone or

other electronically reliable neans, in extraordi nary

ci rcunst ances.

(4) An electronic or stenographic record nust be kept of
al | hearings.

(E) Posthearing Procedures.



(1) Wthin 21 days after a hearing, except for a hearing on
i ncome withholding, the referee nust either nmake a
statenment of findings on the record or submt a
witten, signed report containing a sumary of
testinmony and a statenment of findings. |In either
event, the referee nust make a recommendation for an
order and arrange for it to be submtted to the court
and the attorneys for the parties, or the parties if
they are not represented by counsel. A proof of
service nmust be filed with the court. |If the
recommendation for an order is approved by the court
and no witten objection is filed with the court clerk
within 21 days after the recomendation is served on
the attorneys for the parties, or the parties if they
are not represented by counsel, the order wll take
effect.

(2) |If the hearing concerns inconme wthholding, the referee
must arrange for a recomended order to be submtted to
the court forthwith. [If the recommended order is
approved by the court, it nust be given i medi ate
ef fect pursuant to MCL 552.607(4); MSA 25.164(7)(4).

(3) A party may obtain a judicial hearing on any matter
t hat has been the subject of a referee hearing by
filing

(a) a witten objection and notice of hearing within
14 days after the referee's recommended order is
served on the attorneys for the parties, or the
parties if they are not represented by counsel, if
the order is for incone wthhol ding, or

(b) a witten objection and notice of hearing within
21 days after the referee's recommendati on for an
order is served on the attorneys for the parties,
or the parties if they are not represented by
counsel, if the order concerns any other matter.

(4) The party who requests a judicial hearing nust serve
t he objection and notice of hearing on the opposing
party or counsel in the manner provided in MCR
2.119(C).

(F) Judicial Hearings.
(1) The judicial hearing nmust be held within 21 days after

the witten objection is filed, unless the tine is
extended by the court for good cause.
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(A)

(B)

(O

(2) If both parties consent, the judicial hearing may be
based solely on the record of the referee hearing.

(3) If the court determ nes that an objection is frivol ous
or has been interposed for the purpose of delay, the
court may assess reasonable costs and attorney fees.

3.216 Donestic Rel ati ons Medi ation
Scope and Applicability of Rule, Definitions.

(1) Al donestic relations cases, as defined in MCL
552.502(h); MSA 25.176(2)(h), are subject to nediation
under this rule, unless otherwi se provided by statute
or court rule.

(2) Donestic relations nmediation is a nonbinding process in
which a neutral third party facilitates comrunication
bet ween parties to pronote settlenment. |If the parties
so request, and the nmedi ator agrees to do so, the
medi ator may provide a witten recomrendation for
settlement of any issues that remain unresolved at the
conclusion of a nediation proceeding. This procedure,
known as eval uative nediation, is governed by subrule

().

(3) This rule does not restrict the Friend of the Court
fromenforcing custody, parenting time, and support
or ders.

(4) The court may order, on stipulation of the parties, the
use of other settlenment procedures.

Medi ation Plan. Each trial court that submts donestic

rel ati ons cases to nediation under this rule shall include
inits alternative dispute resolution plan adopted under MCR
2.410(B) provisions governing selection of donestic
relations nediators, and for providing parties with

i nformati on about nediation in the famly division as soon
as reasonably practical.

Referral to Mediati on.

(1) On witten stipulation of the parties, on witten
nmotion of a party, or on the court's initiative, the
court may submt to nmediation by witten order any
contested issue in a donestic relations case, including
postjudgnment matters.

(2) The court may not submt contested issues to evaluative



(3)

medi ati on unless all parties so request.

Parties who are subject to a personal protection order
or who are involved in a child abuse and negl ect

proceedi ng may not be referred to nediation wthout a
hearing to determ ne whether nediation is appropriate.

(D) Objections to Referral to Mediation.

(1)

(2)

(3)

To object to nediation, a party nust file a witten
notion to renove the case from nedi ati on and a notice
of hearing of the notion, and serve a copy on the
attorneys of record within 14 days after receiving
notice of the order assigning the action to nediation.
The notion nust be set for hearing within 14 days after
it is filed, unless the hearing is adjourned by
agreenent of counsel or unless the court orders

ot herw se.

A tinely notion nust be heard before the case is
medi at ed.

Cases may be exenpt from nedi ation on the basis of the
fol | ow ng:

(a) child abuse or neglect;

(b) donestic abuse, unless attorneys for both parties
w Il be present at the nediation session;

(c) inability of one or both parties to negotiate for
t hensel ves at the nediation, unless attorneys for
both parties will be present at the nediation
sessi on;

(d) reason to believe that one or both parties' health
or safety woul d be endangered by nedi ati on; or

(e) for other good cause shown.

(E) Selection of Mediator.

(1)

(2)

Donestic relations nediation will be conducted by a
medi at or sel ected as provided in this subrule.

The parties may stipulate to the selection of a

medi ator. A medi ator sel ected by agreenment of the
parties need not neet the qualifications set forth in
subrule (G. The court nust appoint a nediator
stipulated to by the parties, provided the nediator is



(F)

(3)

(4)

(5)

Li st

(1)

willing to serve within a period that would not
interfere with the court's scheduling of the case for
trial.

|f the parties have not stipulated to a nediator, the
parties nust indicate whether they prefer a nedi ator
who is willing conduct evaluative nmediation. Failure
to indicate a preference will be treated as not
requesting eval uative nedi ati on.

|f the parties have not stipulated to a nediator, the

j udge may recomrend, but not appoint one. |If the judge
does not make a recommendation, or if the
recommendation is not accepted by the parties, the ADR
clerk will assign a nediator fromthe list of qualified
nmedi at ors mai nt ai ned under subrule (F). The assignnent
shall be made on a rotational basis, except that if the
parti es have requested eval uative nediation, only a
medi ator who is willing to provide an eval uati on may be
assi gned.

The rule for disqualification of a nmediator is the sane
as that provided in MCR 2.003 for the disqualification
of a judge. The nediator nust pronptly disclose any
potential basis for disqualification.

of Medi ators.

Application. An eligible person desiring to serve as a
donmestic relations nmediator may apply to the ADR clerk
to be placed on the court’s list of nediators.
Application forns shall be available in the office of
the ADR clerk

(a) The formshall include a certification that

(1) the applicant neets the requirenents for
servi ce under the court’s selection plan;

(ii) the applicant will not discrimnate against
parties or attorneys on the basis of race,
ethnic origin, gender, or other protected
personal characteristic; and

(tit) the mediator will conply with the court’s ADR
pl an, orders of the court regarding cases
submtted to nediation, and the standards of
conduct adopted by the State Court
Adm ni strator under subrule (K)



(2)

(3)

(4)

(b) The applicant shall indicate on the form whether
the applicant is willing to offer evaluative
medi ation, and the applicant’s hourly rate for
provi di ng nmedi ati on servi ces.

(c) The formshall include an optional section
identifying the applicant’s gender and
raci al / et hni ¢ background; however, this section
shal |l not be nade available to the public.

Revi ew of Applications. The court’s ADR plan shal
provi de for a person or conmmittee to review
applications annually, or nore frequently if
appropriate, and conpile a list of qualified nediators.

(a) Persons neeting the qualifications specified in
this rule shall be placed on the list of approved
medi ators. Approved nedi ators shall be placed on
the list for a fixed period, not to exceed 5
years, and nust reapply at the end of that tinme in
t he same manner as persons seeking to be added to
the |ist.

(b) Selections shall be made wi thout regard to race,
ethnic origin, or gender. Residency or principal
pl ace of business nmay not be a qualification.

(c) The approved |list and the applications of approved
medi ators, except for the optional section
identifying the applicant’s gender and
raci al / et hni ¢ background, shall be available to
the public in the office of the ADR clerk

Rej ection; Reconsideration. Applicants who are not

pl aced on the list shall be notified of that decision.
Wthin 21 days of notification of the decision to
reject an application, the applicant may seek

reconsi deration of the ADR clerk’s decision by the
presiding judge of the famly division. The court does
not need to provide a hearing. Docunents considered in
the initial review process shall be retained for at

| east the period during which the applicant can seek
reconsi deration of the original decision.

Renoval fromList. The ADR clerk may renove fromthe
Iist nediators who have denonstrated i nconpetence,

bi as, made thensel ves consistently unavailable to serve
as a nediator, or for other just cause. Wthin 21 days
of notification of the decision to renove a nedi at or
fromthe list, the nediator may seek reconsideration of



(G

Qual i
(1)

(2)

(3)

the ADR clerk’s decision by the presiding judge of the
famly division. The court does not need to provide a
heari ng.

fication of Mediators.

To be eligible to serve as a donestic relations
medi ator under this rule, a applicant nust neet the
foll ow ng m ni mum qualifications:

(a) The applicant nust

(1) be a licensed attorney, a licensed or limted
I i censed psychol ogist, a |licensed
pr of essi onal counselor, or a |icensed
marriage and famly therapist;

(i1i) have a masters degree in counseling, social
work, or marriage and fam |y therapy;

(ti1) bhave a graduate degree in a behavioral
sci ence; or

(iv) have 5 years experience in famly counseling.

(b) The applicant nust have conpleted a training
program approved by the State Court Adm nistrator
provi ding the generally accepted conponents of
donmestic relations nediation skills.

(c) The applicant nust have observed two donestic
rel ati ons nedi ati on proceedi ngs conducted by an
approved nedi ator, and have conducted one donestic
rel ati ons nmediation to concl usi on under the
supervi sion and observation of an approved
medi at or .

An applicant who has specialized experience or
training, but does not neet the specific requirenents
of subrule (G (1), my apply to the ADR clerk for
speci al approval. The ADR clerk shall make the
determ nation on the basis of criteria provided by the
State Court Adm nistrator.

Approved nedi ators are required to obtain 8 hours of
advanced nedi ation training during each 2-year period.
Failure to submt docunentation establishing conpliance
is grounds for renoval fromthe |ist under
subrul e(F) (4).



(H

(4)

Addi tional qualifications may not be inposed upon
nmedi at ors.

Medi ati on Procedur e.

(1)

(2)

(3)

(4)

(5)

The nedi ator nmust schedule a nediation session within a
reasonable time at a | ocation accessible by the
parties.

A nediator may require that no later than 3 business
days before the nedi ati on session, each party submt to
t he nedi ator, and serve on the opposing party, a

medi ati on summary that provides the follow ng

i nformation, where rel evant:

(a) the facts and circunstances of the case;
(b) the issues in dispute;

(c) a description of the marital assets and their
estimated val ue, where such information is
appropriate and reasonably ascertai nabl e;

(d) the income and expenses of the parties;
(e) a proposed settlenment; and

(f) such docunentary evidence as may be available to
substantiate information contained in the sumary.

Failure to submt these materials to the nediator
wi thin the designated tine may subject the of fending
party to sanctions inposed by the court.

The parties nust attend the nediation session in person
unl ess excused by the nedi ator.

Except for |egal counsel, the parties may not bring

ot her persons to the nediation session, whether expert
or lay witnesses, unless permssion is first obtained
fromthe nediator, after notice to opposing counsel.
If the nmediator believes it would be hel pful to the
settlenent of the case, the nediator nay request
information or assistance fromthird persons at the
time of the nmedi ati on session.

The nedi ator shall discuss with the parties and
counsel, if any, the facts and issues involved. The
medi ation will continue until a settlenent is reached,
the nedi ator determnes that a settlenment is not likely



(6)

(7)

(8)

to be reached, the end of the first nediation session,
or until a time agreed to by the parties.

Wthin 7 days of the conpletion of nediation, the

medi ator shall so advise the court, stating only the
date of conpletion of the process, who participated in
t he medi ati on, whether settlenent was reached, and
whet her further ADR proceedings are contenplated. |If
an evaluation will be made under subrule (1), the

medi ator nay delay reporting to the court until

conpl etion of the eval uation process.

If a settlenent is reached as a result of the

medi ati on, to be binding, the terns of that settl enent
must be reduced to a signed witing by the parties or
acknow edged by the parties on an audio or video
recording. After a settlenent has been reached, the
parties shall take steps necessary to enter judgnent as
in the case of other settlenents.

Statenents made during the medi ation, including
statenents made in witten subm ssions, may not be used
in any other proceedings, including trial. Any
comuni cati ons between the parties or counsel and the
medi ator relating to a nediation are confidential and
shal |l not be disclosed without the witten consent of
all parties. This prohibition does not apply to

(a) the report of the nediator under subrule (H)(6),

(b) information reasonably required by court personnel
to adm ni ster and eval uate the mnedi ati on program

(c) information necessary for the court to resolve
di sputes regarding the nediator’s fee, or

(d) information necessary for the court to consider
i ssues raised under MCR 2.410(D)(3) or
3.216(H)(2).

(1) Evaluative Mediation.

(1)

(2)

This subrule applies if the parties requested

eval uative nediation, or if they do so at the

concl usion of nediation and the nediator is wlling to
provi de an eval uati on.

If a settlenment is not reached during nmediation, the
medi ator, within a reasonable period after the
concl usi on of nediation shall prepare a witten report



(J)

(3)

(4)

(5)

(6)

Fees.

(1)

(2)

to the parties setting forth the nediator's proposed
recommendati on for settlenent purposes only. The

medi ator's recommendation shall be submtted to the
parties of record only and nay not be submitted or nade
avai lable to the court.

If both parties accept the nediator's recomendation in
full, the attorneys shall proceed to have a judgnent
entered in conformty with the recommendati on.

If the nmediator's recomendation is not accepted in
full by both parties and the parties are unable to
reach an agreenent as to the remaining contested

i ssues, nediator shall report to the court under
subrule (H)(6), and the case shall proceed toward
trial.

A court may not inpose sanctions against either party
for rejecting the nediator's recomendati on. The court
may not inquire and neither the parties nor the

medi ator may informthe court of the identity of the
party or parties who rejected the nediator's
recomendati on.

The nediator's report and recommendati on may not be
read by the court and may not be admtted into evidence
or relied upon by the court as evidence of any of the
information contained in it w thout the consent of both
parties. The court shall not request the parties’
consent to read the nmedi ator's recomendati on.

A nediator is entitled to reasonabl e conpensati on based
on an hourly rate commensurate with the nediator’s
experience and usual charges for services perforned.

Bef ore nedi ation, the parties shall agree in witing
that each shall pay one-half of the nmediator's fee no
| ater than:

(a) 42 days after the nediation process is concl uded
or the service of the nediator's report and
recommendat i on under subrule (1)(2), or

(b) the entry of judgnent, or

(c) the dism ssal of the action,

whi chever occurs first. |f the court finds that some



other allocation of fees is appropriate, given the
econonm ¢ circunstances of the parties, the court may
order that one of the parties pay nore than one-half of
t he fee.

(3) |If acceptable to the nediator, the court may order an
arrangenment for the paynent of the nediator’s fee other
than that provided in subrule (J)(2).

(4) The nediator’s fee is deened a cost of the action, and
the court may nake an appropriate judgnent under MCL
552.13(1); MSA 25.93(1) to enforce the paynment of the
fee.

(5) In the event either party objects to the total fee of
the nediator, the matter may be schedul ed before the
trial judge for determ nation of the reasonabl eness of
t he fee.

(K) Standards of Conduct. The State Court Adm ni strator shal
devel op and approve standards of conduct for donestic
rel ati ons nedi ators designed to pronote honesty, integrity,
and inpartiality in providing court-connected dispute
resol ution services. These standards shall be nade a part
of all training and educational requirenents for court-
connected prograns, shall be provided to all nediators
i nvol ved in court-connected prograns, and shall be avail abl e
to the public.

Rul e 3.217 Actions Under the Paternity Act

(A) Governing Law. Procedure in actions under the Paternity
Act, MCL 722.711 et seq.; MSA 25.491 et seq., is governed by
the rules applicable to other civil actions except as
ot herwi se provided by this rule and the act.

(B) Jury Demand. |In an action brought under the Paternity Act,
either the nother or the alleged father nay demand a tri al
by jury. MCR 2.508 governs the demand for and wai ver of
trial by jury.

(C Blood or Tissue Typing Tests. A petition for blood or
tissue typing tests under MCL 722.716; MSA 25.496 nust be
filed at or before the pretrial conference or, if a pretrial
conference is not held, wthin the tinme specified by the
court. Failure to tinely petition waives the right to such
tests, unless the court, in the interest of justice, permts
a petition at a later tine.

(D) Advice Regarding Right to an Attorney.



(B)

Rul e

(A)

(1) The summons issued under MCL 722.714; NMSA 25.494 nust
include a form advising the alleged father of the right
to an attorney as described in subrule (D)(2), and the
procedure for requesting the appointnent of an
attorney. The form nust be served with the sumobns and
the conplaint, and the proof of service nust so
i ndi cat e.

(2) If the alleged father appears in court follow ng the
i ssuance of a sunmons under MCL 722.714; NMSA 25. 494,
the court nust personally advise himthat he is
entitled to the assistance of an attorney, and that the
court will appoint an attorney at public expense, at
his request, if he is financially unable to retain an
attorney of his choice.

(3) If the alleged father indicates that he wants to
proceed wi thout an attorney, the record nust
affirmatively show that he was given the advice
required by subrule (D)(2) and that he waived the right
to counsel

(4) If the alleged father does not appear in court
foll owi ng the issuance of a sunmons under MCL 722. 714,
MSA 25.494, subrule (D)(3) does not apply.

Visitation Rights of Noncustodi al Parent.

(1) On the petition of either party, the court may provide
in the order of filiation for such reasonable
visitation by the noncustodial parent as the court
deens justified and in the best interests of the child.

(2) Absent a petition fromeither party, the right of
reasonable visitation is reserved.

3.218 Access to Friend of the Court Records

General Definitions. Wien used in this subrule, unless the
context indicates otherw se,

(1) "records" neans paper files, conputer files, mcrofilm
m crofiche, audio tape, video tape, and photographs;

(2) "access" neans inspection of records, obtaining copies
of records upon receipt of paynment for costs of
reproduction, and oral transm ssion by staff of
information contained in friend of the court records;

(3) "confidential information"” mneans



(B)

(O

(a) staff notes frominvestigations, nediation
sessi ons, and settl enent conferences;

(b) Fam |y Independence Agency protective services
reports;

(c) formal nediation records;
(d) conmmunications from m nors;

(e) friend of the court grievances filed by the
opposi ng party and the responses;

(f) a party's address or any other information if
rel ease is prohibited by a court order;

(g) except as provided in MCR 3.219, any information
for which a privilege could be clainmed, or that
was provided by a governnental agency subject to
the express witten condition that it remain
confidential; and

(h) all information classified as confidential by the
| aws and regul ations of title IV, part D of the
Social Security Act, 42 USC 651 et seq.

A party, third-party custodi an, guardian, guardian ad litem
or counsel for a mnor, |lawer-guardian ad litem and an
attorney of record nust be given access to friend of the
court records related to the case, other than confidenti al

i nformati on.

A citizen advisory commttee established under the Friend of
the Court Act, MCL 552.501 et seq.; MSA 25.176(1) et seq.,

(1) shall be given access to a grievance filed with the
friend of the court, and to information related to the
case, other than confidential infornmation;

(2) may be given access to confidential information rel ated
to a grievance if the court so orders, upon clear
denonstration by the commttee that the information is
necessary to the performance of its duties and that the
release will not inpair the rights of a party or the
wel | -being of a child involved in the case.

When a citizen advisory conmittee requests information that
may be confidential, the friend of the court shall notify
the parties of the request and that they have 14 days from
the date the notice was mailed to file a witten response



with the court. |If the court grants access to the

information, it may inpose such ternms and conditions as it
determ nes are appropriate to protect the rights of a party
or the well-being of a child.

(D) Protective services personnel fromthe Fam |y | ndependence
Agency nust be given access to friend of the court records
related to the investigation of alleged abuse and negl ect.

(E) The prosecuting attorney and personnel fromthe Ofice of
Child Support and the Fam |y | ndependence Agency nust be
gi ven access to friend of the court records required to
performthe functions required by title IV, part D of the
Soci al Security Act, 42 USC 651 et seq.

(F) Auditors fromstate and federal agencies nmust be given
access to friend of the court records required to perform
their audit functions.

(G Any person who is denied access to friend of the court

records or confidential information may file a notion for an

order of access with the judge assigned to the case or, if
none, the chief judge.

(G A court, by admnistrative order adopted pursuant to MCR
8.112(B), may nake reasonabl e regul ati ons necessary to

protect friend of the court records and to prevent excessive

and unreasonable interference with the discharge of friend
of the court functions.

Rul e 3.219 D ssem nation of a Professional Report

If there is a dispute involving custody, visitation, or
change of domicile, and the court uses a conmunity resource to
assist its determnation, the court nust assure that copies of
the witten findings and recommendati ons of the resource are
provided to the friend of the court and to the attorneys of
record for the parties, or the parties if they are not
represented by counsel. The attorneys for the parties, or the
parties if they are not represented by counsel, may file
objections to the report before a decision is nade.



